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1 STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE 

The compliance status of the Tarrawonga Coal Mine (TCM) as at 31st December 2016 is summarised 

in Table 1.  Table 2 notes non-compliances that occurred during the reporting period, and non-

compliances from previous reporting periods that still require management action. References to 

the Environment Protection Licence (EPL) are limited to those that relate to the Project Approval 

conditions, specifically Schedule 3 Condition 22, 28(c), 33, 39(c)(ii) and Schedule 5 Condition 10 (c) 

and (e).  

Table 1 - Statement of Compliance 

Were all conditions of the relevant approval(s) complied with? 

PA 11_0047  No 

EPL 12365 (applicable conditions as above) Yes  

ML 1579 No 

ML 1693 Yes 

ML 1685 Yes 

WAL 31084 Yes 

 
Compliance status key for Table 2 
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Table 2 - Non-compliances 

 

Relevant 
Approval 

Condition 
Number 

Condition Description (summary) Compliance status Comment Where 
Addressed in 

Annual 
Review 

PA11_0047 Schedule 
2(2) 
 

Carry out project generally in accordance  Non-compliant Refer following 
 

Throughout 
AR 

Schedule 
2(18) 

Operation of plant and equipment Non-compliant Sound power level testing identified that some 
pieces of plant had results greater than the 
indicative levels identified in the EA. The incident 
was reported to DP&E upon receipt of results. The 
results were received outside of the reporting period 
and subsequent notification and investigation were 
carried out outside of the reporting period.  

Section 4.2 
and Section 
11 

Schedule  
3(9) 

Attenuation of plant  Non-compliant Sound power level testing identified that some 
pieces of plant had results greater than the 
indicative levels identified in the EA. The incident 
was reported to DP&E upon receipt of results. The 
results were received outside of the reporting period 
and subsequent notification and investigation were 
carried out outside of the reporting period. 

Section 4.2 
and Section 
11 

Schedule 
3(47)  

Biodiversity Management Plan  Non-compliant  TƘŜ άfauna ǘǊŀƴǎƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅέ was not 
submitted to OEH as required by the Biodiversity 
Mananagement Plan in relation to fauna during 
clearing activities. This strategy has now been 
submitted to OEH. 
Note: TCM has not undertaken any fauna 
translocation. 
 

Section 6.4.2 
and Section 
11 
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Relevant 
Approval 

Condition 
Number 

Condition Description (summary) Compliance status Comment Where 
Addressed in 

Annual 
Review 

ML1579  Condition 
#11 (b) 

Blasting Non-compliant Blast on 19 August 2016 exceeded 120dB limit for 
blast overpressure and exceeded limit of 5% of 
blasting above 115dB over a period of 12 months. 

Section 6.2.3 
and Section 
11 
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2 INTRODUCTION  

This is the eleventh Annual Review (AR) formerly known as the Annual Environmental Management 

Report (AEMR) produced for the TCM, and it has been prepared in accordance with Condition 3 of 

Mining Lease (ML) 1579 and ML 1685 and Condition 4 of ML 1693 (Mining Act 1992),  and Condition 

4 (Schedule 5) of PA 11_0047, as modified.  

The TCM is located approximately 16km east of Boggabri (Refer Figure 1). The TCM is owned by 

Tarrawonga Coal Pty Ltd (TCPL) and operated by Whitehaven Coal Mining Pty Ltd (WCMPL). 

Biodiversity offsets are shown in Figure 2 and Figure 3.  

The current Mining Operations Plan for TCM was prepared under the new guidŜƭƛƴŜǎ ά9{DоΥ aƛƴƛƴƎ 

hǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ tƭŀƴ όahtύ DǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎέΦ The AR follows the format required by the NSW Government 

Annual Review Guideline (October, 2015). Though primarily covering the period from 1st May 2016 

to 31st December 2016 (the reporting period), where relevant the Annual Review provides 

information on historical aspects of the operations, longer term trends in environmental monitoring 

results and provides relevant information on activities to be undertaken during the ensuing period, 

i.e. from 1st January 2017 to 31st December 2017, or beyond. 

TCPL gained approval from DRE and DP&E to vary the reporting period (as per NSW Government 

Annual Review Guidelines); as such, this report covers a period of less than twelve months and is an 

interim Annual Review. The next Annual Review will cover the full 2017 calendar year.   

2.1 Mine Contacts 

The management personnel responsible for operational and environmental performance at the TCM 

and their relevant contact details are as follows: 

¶ Mr Anthony Margetts, Manager Mining Engineering - retains statutory responsibility for 

mining activities at the site. Contact: (02) 6743 4000.  

¶ Mr Nigel Wood, General Manager, Open Cut Operations - oversees Open Cut Operations for 

the Whitehaven Group. Contact: (02) 6741 9309. 

¶ Mr Lachlan Johnson, Environmental Officerς oversees day-to-day environmental and 

rehabilitation performance across the site. Contact: (02) 6743 4000.  
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Figure 1 - Locality Plan 
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Figure 2 - Regional Location of Biodiversity Offset
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Figure 3 ς Regional Location of Biobank Site 
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3 APPROVALS 

3.1 Tenements, Licences, and Approvals 

Table  identifies the approvals in place for the TCM at the end of the reporting period, the 

issuing/responsible Authority, dates of issue, expiry date and relevant comments. 

Table 3 - Tenements, Licences and Approvals 

Issuing / 
Responsible 
Authority 

Type of Lease, 
Licence, Approval 

Date of Issue Expiry Comments 

Division of 
Resources and 
Energy (DRE) 

Exploration 
Licence 

(EL 5967) 

24/07/2002 23/07/2015 

Renewal submitted 
July 2015 with 

acknowledgment 
received 23/7/2015; 
currently pending 
renewal approval. 

Division of 
Resources and 
Energy (DRE) 

Mining Lease 
(ML) 1579 

03/04/2006 02/04/2027 
Expires 21 years from 

commencement 

Environment 
Protection 

Authority (EPA) 

Environment 
Protection 

Licence (EPL) No. 
12365 

 

09/01/2006 N/A     

NSW Department 
Primary Industry - 

Water 

 

90BL253276 

90BL253278 

90BL253279 

90BL253280 

90BL254253 

90BL254254 

90BL254255 

90BL254221 

90BL254214 

90BL255766 

WAL31084 

WAL29548 

18/05/2006 

18/05/2006 

18/05/2006 

18/05/2006 

18/05/2006 

18/05/2006 

24/04/2007 

05/04/2007 

04/04/2007 

19/08/2012 

02/08/2013 

26/07/2012 

Perpetuity 

Perpetuity 

Perpetuity 

Perpetuity 

Perpetuity 

Perpetuity 

Perpetuity 

Perpetuity 

Perpetuity 

Perpetuity 

25/06/2017 

Perpetuity 

Monitoring bores 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

250ML Mining 

50ML  

Department of 
Planning & 

Environment 
(DP&E) 

Project Approval 
PA 11_0047 

22/01/2013 31/12/2030 

Modified 2014 for 
continued coal 

haulage to Gunnedah 
CHPP. 

Modified 2016 to 
allow receipt of all 
types of coal reject. 

Department of the 
Environment 

EPBC 2011/5923 11/03/2013 31/12/2053 
Conditional Federal 
Project Approval for 
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Issuing / 
Responsible 
Authority 

Type of Lease, 
Licence, Approval 

Date of Issue Expiry Comments 

LOM Project 

Division of 
Resources and 
Energy (DRE) 

Mining Lease 
(ML) 1685 

18/07/2013 14/11/2032  

Division of 
Resources and 
Energy (DRE) 

Mining Lease 
(ML) 1693 

14/10/2013 14/10/2034 
Expires 21 years from 

commencement 

Division of 
Resources and 
Energy (DRE) 

Mining 
Operations Plan 

(MOP) 
Amendment A 

4/12/2015 30/11/2020 
MOP Amendment A 

approved 22/12/2016. 
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4 OPERATIONS SUMMARY 

4.1 Mining Operations 

Table  4, presents the Production Summary at the end of the reporting period.  

Table 4 ς Production Summary 

Material Approved 
Limit 

Previous Reporting 
Period (actual) 

This Reporting Period  

(actual) 

Next Reporting 
Period  

(forecast) 

Waste 
Rock/Overburden 
(bcm) 

n/a 19,996,819 12,708,988 20,900,000 

ROM Coal/Ore (t) 3,000,000  

(Project 
Approval 

PA11_0047) 

 

 

2,236,642 1,661,266 2,780,000 

Coarse and Fine 
Reject (t)  

 

700,000 

 

0 

 

68,524¹ 

 

700,000 

 

Saleable Product 
(t) 

n/a 2,023,981 

 

1,520,053 2,500,000 

Gravel 
Production (t) 

90,000 

(Project 
Approval 

PA11_0047) 

0 0 90,000¹  

 

¹ Course reject only. 

4.2 Other Operations 

4.2.1 Hours of Operations 

PA 11_0047 permits 24-hour operation of mining activities, and allows for changes to coal 

transportation following the commissioning of the Boggabri Rail Spur Line, and Boggabri CHPP. TCPL 

has made some minor changes to operating times to accommodate changes in the working roster 

for improved production and economic stability.  

Open cut mining activities, including processing of coal, generally occurred between the hours of 

6:30am and midnight Monday to Friday and between midnight and 3.00am Tuesday to Saturday. On 

occasion, Saturday and Sunday day shifts have been run to meet production deadlines.  
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4.2.2 Coal Haulage 

For the reporting period, there were 35,307 truck movements to transport 1,520,053t along the 

approved haulage route from TCM to the Whitehaven Gunnedah CHPP.  Combined haulage of ROM 

coal from TCM and Rocglen Coal Mine was 2,343,437t. Transport of coal from the site or receipt of 

coal reject from the Whitehaven CHPP by truck has only occurred during the approved hours of: 

(a) 6 am to 9.15 pm Monday to Friday;  

(b) 7 am to 5.15 pm Saturday; and  

(c) at no time on Sundays or public holidays. 

4.2.3 Exploration  

During the reporting period 15 exploration holes were drilled in ML1685 and ML1693. Exploration 

drilling will continue to be undertaken at the TCM to further assess the coal reserves within the 

tenements.   

 

4.3 Next Reporting Period 

4.3.1 Mine Operations 

The mine production rates are planned for approximately 2.78Mtpa of ROM coal and approximately 

20.9 million bank cubic metres (Mbcm) of overburden during 2017.   

Vegetation clearing activities in mining areas over the next reporting period will be conducted in 

accordance with the approved Biodiversity Management Plan and MOP.  The clearing program will 

be undertaken during the annual ten week clearing campaign from the 15th February to the 30th 

April, except under exceptional circumstances and with the approval of the Secretary of the DP&E. 
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5 ACTIONS REQUIRED FROM PREVIOUS ANNUAL REVIEW  

Actions from the previous Annual Review are noted in Table  5. 

Table 5 - Actions Required from the Previous Annual Review 

Action Required from 
Previous Annual Review 

Requested By Action Taken by the 
Operator 

Where Discussed in 
Annual Review 

Comparison of PM2.5 against 
target levels 

DP&E Included in this AR Section 6.3.3 

Include waste record data in 
ŦǳǘǳǊŜ !wΩǎΦ 

DP&E Included in this AR Section 6.10 

9ƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ YtLΩǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ƛƴ 
Table 5.1 of the Tarrawonga 
Coal Mine Particulate Matter 
Control Best Practice 
Pollution Reduction Program 
(PAE Holmes, June 2012) are 
reported in the Annual 
Review. 

DP&E Included in this AR Section 6.3.3 
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6 ENVIRONMENTAL PERFORMANCE 

The following sub-sections document the implementation and effectiveness of the various control 

strategies adopted at the TCM, together with monitoring data for the reporting period. Life of mine 

monitoring data is included as Appendices in this AR, where relevant, to allow for discussion on 

longer-term trends.  

6.1 Noise 

6.1.1 Criteria 

The Project Approval and EPL detail the noise criteria for site operations and coal haulage.  

Noise compliance criteria of PA 11_0047 are specified as follows:   

Noise Criteria dB(A) 

Location Day, Evening & Night 
LAeq (15 min) 

Night LAeq (1 min) 

All other privately-owned residences 35 45 

 

Road Traffic Noise Criteria dB(A) LAeq (1 hour) 

Location Day Evening Night 

Any residence on privately-owned land 60 60 55 

 

A number of other specific conditions (i.e. acquisition, monitoring protocols and cumulative impacts) 

are listed in PA 11_0047 and EPL 12365. 

6.1.2 Environmental Management Measures 

A number of operational measures continue to be implemented on site to maintain compliance with 

limits. These include but are not limited to: 

¶ Noise risk/response matrix; 

¶ Automated SMS alarms notifying site personnel of elevated noise levels approaching noise 

criteria; 

¶ Modification of operations where required; 

¶ Reduction in fleet numbers during night time operation; 
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¶ Real-time noise monitor and web based repository. 
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Figure 4 ς Noise Monitoring Locations 














































































































































